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N, the fourteenth letter of the English al-
phabet, in its form derived, with practically
no change, from the Phoenician alphabet.
Its value, also, has been the same from the
earliest time. In English and most other
languages, n has a pure nasal sound, and it
is much the commonest of the nasals. In a
few words, after m and I, it is silent, as in
hymn, kilni and in many words it has, in un-
accented syllables, the force of a vowel, as
in open, chosen. Before gt &_, ch it receives
a semiguttural or palatal coloring to har-
monize with the consonant it precedes, as in
The commonest use of n as an abbreviation
is for north.
NA'BOB, or NA'BAB, in India, under the
Mogul Empire, the governor of a province
comprised in the region ruled by a viceroy.
The title was continued under the British
rule, but gradually was applied to unofficial
wealthy natives. In Europe it is applied
to those who have amassed fortunes and make
ostentatious display of their wealth.
NABOPOLASSAR, nab o po las' dhr] a
famous king of Babylonia, who probably
fought his way to the throne through eon-
quest, for in inscriptions thus far unearthed
he is not referred to as descended from royal-
ty. His reign began in 625 B. CUand* con-
tinued to 605 B, C., when his son Nebuchad-
nezzar inherited the empire? Nabopolassar
came into added power through conquest of
a district of Chaldea, south of Babylonia;
several times he attempted to gain Assyria,
and succeeded in this design a year before
Ms death,, by the capture and destruction of
Nineveh.
NAOOGDOCHES, nak o do'ches, a city
and county seat of Nacogdoches County,
Texas, 138 miles north by east from Houston.
It owes its origin to a Spanish mission, estab-
 lished there early in the eighteenth century.
During the controversy between Spain and
the United States over Spanish possessions in
the southwest it was captured in 1812 by an
American force. It is the commercial center
of a productive cotton-growing and farm-
ing region, and has a large trade in cotton
and farm products and machinery. Popula-
tion, 1920, 3,546; in 1930, 5,687,
NADIR. Imagine an imaginary straight
line passing from the zenith through the cen-
ter of the earth and beyond. Any astronom-
ical point upon this line on the side of the
earth opposite the zenith is the nadir. The
zenith and the nadir are the poles of the
horizon.
NAGASAKI, nah ga sah'ke japan", one of
the principal Japanese seaports, and capital
of the prefecture of the same name, on the
northwest coast of the island of Kiushiu. It
is beautifully situated on a peninsula and
enclosed by hills, upon the sides of which a
portion of the town is built. The harbor,
which is three miles in length, is excellent,
and the trade is very large. Its commercial
importance had its beginning in the sixteenth
century, when it became the center of Jap-
anese Christians and an important port in
the foreign' trade of Japan, For many years
it was the only Japanese port open to Europe.
Nagasaki was one of the five Japanese
ports opened in 1858 to the British and
Americans, and eleven years later it was
opened to foreign nations generally. The
chief exports are copper, silk, camphor, to-
bacco, porcelain, lacquered wares and sugar.
Population, 1930, 204,626.
NAGOYA, japan, a prosperous industrial
city, capital of the province of Owari, on
the island of Hondo, 235 miles west-south-
west of Tokyo, and on the Bay of Owari.
The city is well built, and contains many
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